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W
alking into a confer-
ence room in the
Holiday Inn, it’s
unsettling to see a
group of 80 silent

middle school students. 
All that is heard is music. There’s no

talking, no laughing — no vocalization
at all. 

There are groups of three linked
arm-in-arm walking over a grid, care-
fully stepping in certain squares, obvi-
ously avoiding others. The students
were working to complete a maze,
using the “buzz-beep” directions of the
maze masters.

The students were working on com-
pleting one of many activities in a day
filled with intellectual stimulation pro-
vided by the Quantum Learning
Network, based in Oceanside, Calif.
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CANINE SURGERY

HUNTINGTON, N.Y. — Two
puppies born with cleft palates
have had their first corrective sur-
geries and are said to be doing well.

The puppies, named Magic and
Merlin, are about three months old.

They were taken in by the Little
Shelter Animal Adoption Center
last year after a worker found them
in a New York City shelter, unable
to eat and likely to die.

While recuperating from Tuesday’s
surgery, they’re receiving pain med-
ication and are wearing medical col-

lars so they won’t scratch their
mouths, said veterinarian Priti Karnik.

They have been fed through a
tube, but should be able to eat on
their own soon, she said.

Karnik will determine later how
many more surgeries will be necessary.

The Associated Press
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Art by Justin Engberg, 9,
Sandy Creek Elementary

Scattered
flurries
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morning.
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PATRONS OF BOTH
GROUPS GIVE DEAL

THEIR BLESSING

ANDY RAUN
araun@hastingstribune.com

Patrons of two regional farm
cooperatives operating in
Tribland have paved the way for
a new era, voting to combine
their organizations under the
banner of Cooperative
Producers Inc.

By a 76 percent majority,
patrons of Heartland Co-op,
headquartered in Hastings,
decreed that Heartland should
merge with Funk-based Midland
Co-op, said Bob Boyd, Heartland
Co-op general manager.

Midland patrons approved
the deal by 69 percent to 31 per-
cent, Boyd said.

A two-thirds majority vote of
both organizations’ patrons was
needed to approve the merger,
which had been proposed by
their respective boards of direc-
tors. Boyd said he was pleased
with the outcome.

“It’ll be very exciting,” he said.
The Heartland and Midland

boards met separately at 10 a.m.
Wednesday — Heartland in
Hastings, Midland in Funk — to
review the election results, Boyd said.

Patrons had been mailed
their ballots in mid-January and
were asked to return them by
Jan. 29.

Combined, the two co-ops
have about 3,500 farmer-owners.
A total of 821 ballots were cast in
the election, which Boyd called a
good level of participation.

Based on the vote, Heartland
and Midland will merge March
1 with CPI, a subsidiary grain

merchandising and transporta-
tion company that the two co-
ops already own together (two-
thirds interest for Heartland and
one-third for Midland).

CPI operates a terminal grain
elevator at U.S. Highway 6 and
Showboat Boulevard in
Hastings, plus Ampride conven-
ience stores in Hastings and
Grand Island and Midas muffler
shops in Grand Island and
Kearney.

Altogether, the “new CPI”
will have 58.64 million bushels
of grain storage, including 31.3
million in current Heartland
facilities, 12.5 million in
Midland facilities and 14.8 mil-
lion bushels at the CPI elevator.

The company will provide
bulk oil and fuel deliveries
under the name of Mid-
Nebraska Lubricants. Currently,
MNL is part of Heartland Co-op.

The new CPI will employ
about 320 people at locations in
26 communities. The local
branches will retain their
“strong-manager” type of
organization, meaning the
branch managers will have
broad powers to work with cus-
tomers at their locations and
then will report directly to the
chief executive or executives.

Boyd and Dale Rohrer, the
current Midland general man-
ager, will share top administra-
tive duties for the first year and
then both will retire, clearing
the way for a new chief execu-
tive officer.

Initial board members for the
new company will include:
from Midland, Jeff Loschen, of
Hildreth; and Larry Landstrom,
Wayne Anderbery and Jeff
Driscoll, all of Axtell; and, from
Heartland, Joel Nuss, of Sutton;

Brad Quadhamer, of Hildreth;
Phil Askey, of Trumbull; Bruce
Favinger and Kevin Raun, both
of Minden; Brent Woodman, of
Kenesaw; Dean Luehr, of Wood
River; and Larry Harrenstein, of
Doniphan.

Eventually, the new compa-
ny’s trade territory is to be divid-
ed into three geographic dis-
tricts for purposes of electing
board members.

Current Heartland branches
are in Campbell, Giltner, Grafton,
Hansen, Hastings, Hayland,
Hildreth, Holstein, Juniata,
Kenesaw, Minden, Nelson,
Ruskin, Saronville, Sutton,
Trumbull and Wood River.

Midland Co-op has business-
es in Funk, Axtell, Wilcox,
Ragan, Republican City,
Naponee and Franklin.

This month’s merger vote cul-
minates about a year of discus-

sion, deliberation and work by
both co-ops’ boards. The direc-
tors conducted special meetings
for employees and patrons
throughout the trade territory
to  explain the proposal and
answer questions.

Heartland and Midland board
members have said they do not
expect the merger to result in
any employee layoffs, although
some employees’ duties might
change.

A similar merger was proposed
in 2004 but failed to obtain the
necessary two-thirds approval.
Heartland patrons approved that
proposal 75 percent to 25 per-
cent, but just 56 percent of
Midland patrons said yes.

In proposing this latest merg-
er, officials of both boards said
the move would make the com-
bined company more efficient
and competitive.

AMY ROH/Tribune

Jacob Trausch, Kenzie Kral and Brianna Gentert point to the next square their
teammate needs to move to in the maze.

EXERCISES HELP BUILD LEADERSHIP SKILLS

AMY ROH/Tribune

Isaac Mertens is directed by his teammates as he steps through the maze during an activity for youth leadership train-
ing Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. The students had to work together to find the correct path but could not speak
during the exercise.

AMY ROH/
Tribune

Janessa
Bohlen
steps to
the next
square in a
maze.

LIVING ABOVE
THE LINE

Heartland, Midland co-ops to merge March 1
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The bitter cold coming into
the area tonight is expected to
last through the weekend and
into the middle of next week. 

Jim Reynolds, meteorologist
with the National Weather
Service in Hastings, said a series
of cold fronts will be moving
into the area, bringing arctic air
that will drop high temperatures
into the middle to lower teens. 

“Along with the cold air,
we’re going to have some sus-
tained winds,” he said. “The
combination is going to bring
some pretty nasty wind chills.” 

The wind chill factor in the
area will be near minus 20
degrees, which will likely last
through Tuesday, Reynolds said.

Another cold front will come
through Friday night and bring
a reinforcing shot of cold air
into the area, he said. 

Through the weekend, he
said high temperatures are

expected to be around 14
degrees with lows of minus 3
degrees. 

Temperatures will start to rise
Tuesday, up to around 20
degrees, Reynolds said.

“The bigger relief on the hori-
zon will come Wednesday
when we reach the freezing
mark,” he said. “It’ll seem
downright balmy after several
days in the teens.”

Reynolds said people should
avoid being outside for long
periods of time during the cold
spell, as frostbite can set in with-
in 15-30 minutes of exposure.
He reminded people to dress in
layers and keep exposed skin
out of the wind. 

“You’re going to start to feel
pain in your exposed body parts
as the cold seeps into your tis-
sue,” he said. “It should be obvi-
ous to most folks that frostbite
is setting into the body. Stay in
your vehicle or indoors if at all
possible.” 

‘Nasty’ wind chills
headed this way

Please see LEADERSHIP/page A8

MOVE HAD BEEN
SOUGHT BY LOWER

REPUBLICAN DISTRICT

DIANA LAMBSON
araun@hastingstribune.com

HOLDREGE — Interbasin
water transfers now can take
place between the Lower
Republican and Tri-Basin natu-
ral resource districts.

Meeting in special session
here Wednesday, the Tri-Basin
NRD board of directors
approved a change in the dis-
trict’s groundwater manage-
ment rules and regulations
allowing transfers to the
Republican River Basin from
that portion of the Tri-Basin dis-
trict lying in the neighboring
Platte River Basin.

The rules change came after a
request from the neighboring
LRNRD’s board of directors and
much deliberation.

Stringent guidelines would
apply to any proposed inter-
basin transfer.

John Thorburn, Tri-Basin

NRD general manager, said
before such a transfer could take
place, the producer would have
to apply for a permit from the
Tri-Basin board.

The permit will be reviewed, as
are all water transfer permits. For
every acre-foot of water moved
to the Republican basin, one
acre-foot of water must be retired
from use in the Platte Basin.

Thorburn stressed that an
approved transfer to the
Republican Basin would not con-
stitute a new use for water in the
Platte Basin. If an acre of ground
in the Platte Basin was irrigated
with water that now is to be
transferred to the Republican
Basin, that acre of Platte Basin
ground is to be retired from use
as irrigated ground.

Mike Clements, general man-
ager of the LRNRD, attended
Wednesday’s Tri-Basin meeting.
He said Steve Smith of Imperial,
director of Water Claim, a water
interest group, brought the
water transfer idea to the
LRNRD board about a year ago.

Tri-Basin directors
change rules to allow
groundwater transfers

Please see TRI-BASIN/page A8
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Markets
Thursday’s noon 

local markets
Corn  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3.78
Soybeans  . . . . . . . . . . .6.56
Milo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3.76
Wheat  . . . . . . . . . . . . .4.67

Stocks of local interest
The following stocks of local interest were

traded today:
Last Chg.

Alltel
BN Santa Fe
Berkshire Hathaway A
Berkshire Hathaway B
ConAgra
Eaton Corp.
Ingersoll Rand
Kinder Morgan
Level 3
McDonald’s
PepsiCo
TierOne
Tricon Global Restaurants
Union Pacific
Wells Fargo
Williams Cos.
Wal-Mart

61.30 +0.01
81.52 +1.16
110,200 +150.00
3,673.00 +5.65
25.80 +0.09
77.89 -0.03
42.99 +0.11
105.98 -0.02
6.17 -0.03
44.36 +0.01
65.20 -0.04
30.07 -0.05
59.92 -0.09
102.49 +1.49
35.68 -0.24
27.29 +0.30
47.53 -0.16

LAURAN NEERGAARD
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Just as coastal
communities don’t evacuate for a
Category 1 hurricane, schools shouldn’t
close for a Category 1 flu pandemic. But
the government recommended today
that states shut down schools for up to
three months during a Category 4 flu
outbreak in which nearly a million peo-
ple would be expected to die.

Taking a cue from hurricane forecast-
ers, federal officials unveiled a system to
predict the severity of the next world-
wide outbreak of a super-flu — a guide
to help states determine when they
should think about taking increasingly
strong steps to combat its spread.

At issue are old-fashioned infection-
control measures that may help slow a
pandemic’s spread until vaccines

become available, from home quaran-
tine to closing schools and postponing
sporting events.

But those measures can increase a
pandemic’s economic fallout, and even
have unintended consequences. For
example, closing schools may mean
adults have to take off work to care for
children. And it doesn’t help if older
kids go sneeze on each other at the mall.

The new guidelines, issued today by
the federal Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, don’t tell states what
infection-control steps to take — and
make clear that rushing to implement
them could do more harm than good.

Instead, the new “pandemic severity
index” suggests when a super-flu’s
threat becomes great enough to justify
gradually escalating strategies.

It is advice that states, grappling with

exactly how drastic their pandemic
preparations should be, have been
awaiting anxiously, said Dr. Robert
Stroube, Virginia’s health commission-
er and president of the Association of
State and Territorial Health Officials.

“You kind of plan for the worst, but
the odds are it won’t be,” Stroube said.

Even adjoining states often have
been unable to agree on best policies.

With the guidelines, “we’re coming
out with consensus so we don’t have to
reinvent it in every state throughout
the country,” he added.

Influenza pandemics can strike when
the easy-to-mutate flu virus shifts to a
strain that people never have experi-
enced. Scientists cannot predict when
the next pandemic will arrive, although
concern is rising that the Asian bird flu
might trigger one if it starts spreading

easily from person to person.
Most planning until now has

focused on the worst-case scenario of
an outbreak as severe as in 1918, when
50 million people worldwide died. But
the 20th century’s other two pan-
demics, in 1957 and 1968, were far less
severe, claiming 2 million and 1 mil-
lion lives, respectively.

There’s no way to tell how bad the
next one will be until it begins. But once
the next pandemic strain begins circu-
lating, gene testing and how fast it
spreads will let scientists predict its
lethality fairly quickly, said Dr. Pascal
James Imperato, a former New York City
health commissioner who now directs
public health at the State University of
New York-Downstate Medical Center.

Federal officials are “concerned about
pulling the trigger too fast” on drastic

infection-control measures, added Jeff
Levi of the Trust for America’s Health.

That’s where the CDC’s new hurri-
cane-style ranking system comes in.

If the CDC decides a new flu strain
will be the least severe, with the poten-
tial of killing no more than 90,000 peo-
ple, states would be urged to just isolate
the sick, mostly at home, minimizing
visitors who might catch the virus.

With a more moderate 1957- or 1968-like
strain — 90,000 to 450,000 potential deaths
— states might consider closing schools, but
CDC doesn’t recommend it and says any
closures should be less than a month.

If more than 900,000 deaths are pre-
dicted, a Category 4 or 1918-like
Category 5 pandemic, then CDC does
recommend closing schools, from one
month to three months, depending on
each community’s level of illness.

CDC takes cue from hurricane forecasts to plan for flu

Clements said Smith present-
ed interbasin transfers as a
viable idea to get more water
into the Republican River to ful-
fill Nebraska’s obligation to
Kansas concerning the settle-
ment of the Republican River
Compact lawsuit — especially
in water-short years like those
now being experienced.

Clements said producers in
his district were working hard to
conserve the water available to
them and to comply with all

regulations and restrictions
thrust upon them in recent
years. Now, he said, new restric-
tions proposed by Gov. Dave
Heineman and other officials
threaten to decimate the econo-
my of the basin — especially the
LRNRD portion.

The proposed interbasin
transfer would take ground
water from the Platte Basin and
release it into Spring Creek near
Bertrand. The water would
empty into the Republican
River at the confluence of the

two streams, creating better
inflows into Harlan County
Reservoir and larger releases
downstream.

The transfers could alleviate
the need to shut off irrigation
wells in the valley below Harlan
County Reservoir and still allow
the delivery of the necessary
amount of water to Kansas,
Clements said.

Transfers would not be a per-
manent solution to the basin’s
problems, but they would allow
time for other measures now

being put into place to take
effect, he said.

In the future, he said, trans-
fers could be used as an assis-
tance measure when water-
short years arise.

Another measure now being
worked on is riparian manage-
ment, or the control of trees,
brush and invasive species of
weeds along and in the stream
bed.

Clements said many of the
non-native trees such as eastern
red cedar, Russian olive and

saltcedar use tremendous
amounts of water and can
become like weeds in their abil-
ity to spread and take over areas
better used in other ways.

Native trees like cottonwood
also use tremendous amounts
of water but are necessary in
controlled numbers to stabilize
banks against erosion.

“We are looking at clear-cut-
ting invasive species like
saltcedar and only removing
about 50 percent of the native
species like cottonwood,”

Clements said.
The LRNRD manager said he

was glad the Tri-Basin board
approved the change in its rules
and regulations allowing the
transfers and believed the
action would help alleviate the
situation in the short term.

He said he was comfortable
with the efforts producers in the
LRNRD had made to comply
with the rules and regulations
set up for them — and with
those rules and regulations as
they stand approved.

Tri-Basin: Board changes rules to allow interbasin transfers
Continued from page A1

“It’s not just a boring lecture,”
Silver Lake eighth-grader Erin
Plambeck said. “It’s hands-on.”

From 9 a.m. until 3 p.m.
Wednesday, students were
engrossed in leadership build-
ing activities. The maze activity
was used to show that success
can come out of failure, QLN
team leader Amy Smith said.

Educational Service Unit No.
9 made the event possible by
using federal grant money. Lisa
Smith, ESU 9 educator, was in
charge of putting the event
together. Lisa Smith, of no rela-
tion to Amy Smith, said ESU 9

has conducted QLN teacher
training each summer for the
last two years, but this is the
first year the group has come
to work with students. 

The middle school students
weren’t the only ones who
benefited from the training.
Fourth-, fifth- and sixth-graders
attended a session on Tuesday,
while high school students are
attending a session today. Lisa
said the students attending the
sessions were selected by their
respective schools based on
their leadership abilities.

“They’ve all been identified as
leaders by their teachers and

administrators,” she said.
Amy said each activity devel-

ops certain skills, including
problem solving, taking owner-
ship of one’s actions and devel-
oping a positive attitude,
among others.

One thing facilitators talked
to the students about was “liv-
ing above the line.” 

“Living above the line is a
place where you take owner-
ship of your life,” Amy said.
“Living below the line means
justifying, laying blame, deny-
ing and quitting.”

The team facilitators also
play a game with students,

where they are given $86,400
every day. But, they have to use
the money because after 24
hours, it goes away. At the end
of the game, the secret is
revealed, Amy said.

“Every day you’re given
$86,400, but it’s in the form of sec-
onds. So how are you going to use
those 86,400 seconds?” Amy said.

Lisa said she sees the value of
this type of leadership develop-
ment because throughout the
course of the day, the students
are being challenged and are
rising to the occasion.

“They’ve had periodical
opportunities to test out what

they’ve learned,” she said.
“And they’re being held
accountable for their actions.”

Since ESU 9 covers a large area,
students from throughout
Tribland were attending the ses-
sions, which made it all the more
enjoyable for some students.

“I like it because I like doing
activities with people I don’t
know,” Red Cloud eighth-grad-
er Brittany Lewis said.

Though students were learn-
ing life skills, they were not dis-
appointed or bored, they said.

“We’re having a lot of fun and
learning a lot,” Red Cloud eighth-
grader Taylor Nieman said.

Leadership: Exercises help youths build skills
Continued from page A1
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